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Flight of the 

Conchords' 

Bret McKenzie 

(left) and 

Jemaine 

Clement have hit the big time, what with their EP winning a Best 

Comedy Album Grammy and HBO renewing their sleeper hit 

series. The group, formerly "New Zealand's fourth most popular 

guitar-based, digi-bongo, a cappella, rap-funk-comedy folk duo" 

has soared in the past year to the rank of New Zealand's second 

most popular guitar-based, digi-bongo, a cappella, rap-funk-

comedy folk duo. With the April 22 release of their first full-

length album on Sub Pop, FOTC are set to become the greatest 

Kiwi phenomenon since the Zorb ball. Wired quizzed McKenzie 

and Clement about their love of jet packs and John Oates. 

Wired: New Zealand has given us Peter Jackson, Lucy Lawless, and that guy who played Jango Fett in the last two 

Star Wars films. But when it comes to music, the last big New Zealand hit was OMC's "How Bizarre" in 1995. And 

we haven't heard from him since.

Clement: I think he went bankrupt, actually.

McKenzie: That's the danger of a one-hit wonder. He was a bit of an MC Hammer-type figure. Even in New 

Zealand, he was only famous for that one song. There's a fine line between catchy and annoying [starts singing the 

"doot-doot-doot" chorus of "How Bizarre"].

Wired: Thanks! Now that will be in my head all day. You guys recently won a Grammy for Best Comedy Album. 

How was the ceremony?
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were recording, trying to emulate their harmonies and doing a Hall vocal style. Hall was even a guest on our show — 

but I'm looking forward to meeting Oates.

Wired: So, if you were on a lifeboat and you only had room for one of them, who would you save?

Clement: I'd sacrifice myself. To keep Hall and Oates going.
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