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here are three ways in
whichHollywoodusually
portrays social awkwardness.
One is by simply slap-
ping a pair of horn-rimmed
glasses on an actor and call-
ing him or her a “nerd.”
The second way is by placing
said “nerd” in a high school
setting, wherein he or she is
portrayed as an exception-
ally good student who un-
dergoes a makeover montage
and invariably is no longer a
social miscreant in the end.
The third is by cast-
ing Zach Braff.
Thankfully, Eagle vs.
Shark, a delightful indie
ylm from New Zealand,
abides by none of the afore-
mentioned stereotypes.
Eagle vs. Shark introduces
us to Lily, (Loren Horsley) a
fast food worker who pines
for nearby gaming store
clerk Jarrod (Jemaine Clem-
ent), for reasons which are
not always apparent through-
out the ylm, as Jarrod em-
bodies just about every char-
acter paw a male can have.
But Lily is smitten, and
when Jarrod hands her an in-
vitation to his “Dress as Your
Favorite Animal” party, Lily
decides to attend despite the
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fact that the invitation was in-
tended for her coworker, Jenny.

Lily crashes the party dressed
asashark, and in all of her gran-
deur (or delusions of, perhaps),
manages

rod is roughly 30 years old
and has been out of high
school for quite some time.

Against her better judg-
ment, Lily follows Jarrod
to his hometown where this
revenge (and training ses-
sion that suggests that maybe
Jarrod’s worst subject back at
school was gym) takes place.
While Jarrod forms his own
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start of a relationship, Lily
learns, much to her dismay,
that Jarrod cannot commit to a
relationship until he exacts re-
venge on his high school bully.

Even more hilarious about
this excuse is the fact that Jar-

revenge on his high school
bully could have gone very
badly, in the capable hands
of writer/director Taika Wait-
iti and actors Jemaine Clem-
ent and Loren Horsley, what
we get is a ylm yrmly rooted
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in character, not caricature.
Clement, whom you may
know as one half of the New
Zealand folk-comedy duo
Flight of the Conchords and
the eponymous HBO series,
succeeds at creating a char-
acter that simultaneously
turns people away with his
actions despite so desper-
ately seeking their approval.
The luminous Horsley, who
could have easily been viewed
by the audience as nothing
more than a glutton for pun-
ishment for putting up with
Jarrod, shines as a lovable yet
unconventional romantic lead.

This is no self-important
Aimisyts are people, tooo
Hollywood buff  piece.
Because of the anti-hero na-
ture of the characters, Eagle vs.
Shark is a much-needed de-
parture from ylms made to up-
hold the Hollywood maxim of
holding a mirror up to the audi-
ence so that we all might relate
to the characters on the screen.
For those of us that aren’t
so numb of mind that we go
to movies only so we can re-
late to the characters and wal-
low in our own solipsism,
Eagle vs. Shark is a welcome
change to the cinematic land-
scape in that it entertains
the audience instead of con-
stantly seeking its approval.
And the yght scene between
Jarrodand his former bully will
shock you into the best laugh
you’ve had in a long time.
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